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I can hardly believe it is nearly the end of yet another school academic year. It seems just yesterday that we were under heaps of snow and dreaming of days filled with sunshine anticipating the joys of Spring and the endless days of summer......well believe it.
 We have been out and about visiting Schools, Pre-school settings and Toddler groups and we have all seen how time runs ahead by catching up with those once upon a time tiny babies who came along to Infant Massage and Baby Sensory now buying their uniform to attend nursery in the Autumn – that led me to thinking: Summer is a wonderful time  where we can sit and watch a whole abundance of wild-life and flowers and shrubs and crops all begin to mature and grow strong with that mixture of just enough sun and of course just enough rain. That is what has happened to our first cohort of children who started with us as babies and are now just about to go to school.
But what if we don’t get the rain, the ground is rock hard, the animals will struggle to find the food they need to eat and survive, and we need to help them by putting supplements out. Will the animals learn to cope with lean times or will they depend on us even more to provide for them? What if the children don’t get the nourishment, love and nature they need to survive and thrive do families sometimes need just a small additional boost or supplement to help with that?
This is a nice image about the similarities of children and nature, but the point is we all need a little help sometimes, life can be difficult and at these times, but it is re-assuring to know that we are here for you. Where we can, we will work with you to find solutions, enabling you to ensure the best possible outcomes for your children. It could be by signposting you to an Agency who can support you with managing money, or nutritional/weaning advice from a Health Professional. It might be that a parenting course would give you new strategies and a deeper understanding of why children behave as they do.  It might also be that you just want to bring along your little ones to a fun packed play session. Whatever your reasons try us out, you may be surprised what we can do and what we can’t do, but you can be sure we know somebody who can help!

You will find attached our summer programme, where there are activities for you to access each week. There are no trips, as we learnt from last year that booking these for small number who actually came along is really not cost effective and in these austere times we cannot justify the expense. We were hoping that by now we would have a vibrant group of parents/carers who would be willing to organise (with our help) such things, but we have found it very hard to engage with you all at this level – perhaps we are doing something wrong? Whatever it is we really do want you onboard with us. Your views can and do count. We need you to be part of the decision making process, so please if you have a free hour or so once a term we would be delighted to hear from you and ideally see you at our parents meetings. Look out for the dates - we will keep you posted.

Needless to say we hope you have a great summer, take time to have fun with your children- ideally outside and enjoy the awe and wonder of nature. If your children learn to love the outside they will become happy and healthy little people, with the amount of sun, rain and fresh air they need to help them grow!!

Odette Morgan

Children’s Centres Network Manager 
For those already registered..... 

Change of details form need to be completed to inform the Children’s Centre of any recent family changes for example – new baby, change of address or other circumstances. This will ensure that Windmill Children’s Centres Network can keep you up to date with details of our events, courses, information sessions and other local events. These are included in packs/emails giving information about new activity programmes, from the Children’s Centres or from the website under the forms tab.
Do you need to speak to the Educational Psychology and Senco Team about your child’s development and progress? 

Then do try to find your way down to Market Square Speech Communication & Language Network, where you can talk to an expert or borrow one of the many resources or bits of equipment they have on offer.
Our aim is to help families to be Healthy, Stay Safe, Enjoy & Achieve, Make a Positive Contribution & Achieve Economic Well-being.
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