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Statement of intent: 

This facility supports evidence that breastfeeding is the healthiest way for a woman to feed her baby and recognises the important health benefits known to exist for both the mother and her child.

All mothers have the right to receive clear and impartial information to enable them to make a fully informed choice as to how they feed and care for their babies.

Neither Children’s Centre staff nor Community Health-Care staff will discriminate against any woman in her chosen method of infant feeding and will fully support her when she has made that choice.

Aims:

To facilitate signposting and information sharing that outline the health benefits of breastfeeding (and the potential health risks of formula feeding) with all women so that they can make an informed choice about how they will feed their baby. This will be provided by the Community Midwife and HV staff.
To enable the Children’s Centre Network to create an environment where more women choose to breastfeed their babies, (confident in the knowledge that they will be given support and information to enable them to breastfeed exclusively for six months and then as part of their infant's diet to the end of the first year and beyond). There is capacity to refer to specialist support if required.
To liaise with Health-Care professionals to ensure a seamless delivery of care, together with the development of a breastfeeding culture throughout the local community.
In support of this policy:
In order to (avoid conflicting advice) ensure appropriate guidance, all CC staff direct any questions regarding feeding a baby, including weaning advice to the linked HV team or relevant support agencies. This will include reference to agreed national NHS Trust Feeding Policies
· All health care professionals should adhere to their own policies.

· Advertising of breast milk substitutes, feeding bottles, teats or dummies are not to be given as part of any information, support advice and guidance for families, without referral to health care professionals. This extends to the use of literature provided by infant formula
·  Educational material for distribution to women or their families must be approved by the HV lead professional before dissemination to families

· The local PCT (and where appropriate Health Visitors) are responsible for collecting the required infant feeding data. This will be made available to all CC as part of the data retrieval required for both annual CCIP and Ofsted visits.
Communicating the breastfeeding policy

· This policy is to be communicated to all health-care staff who have any contact with pregnant women and mothers who are registered as part of the CC Network. All CC staff will be made aware of this policy.

· As with all other CC policies, these will be available to all families for download from the website or for observation at any one of the network hubs. The policy folder is also available at all outreach play sessions. This includes communication effectively to all pregnant women and parents of young babies
· Each of the network hubs will display the breast-feeding friendly sign, and will work to create an environment that is such
· The display of positive images re: breast feeding and access to a range of public health literature will also be available at all CC sites.
Reference documents:

· National Unicef policy

· HCT feeding policy

· Sure –start practice guidance

· HCTP CYPP 2011-2012






